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pathetic briskness, if I may use that expression, which
seemed to indicate a struggle to conceal uneasiness, and
impressed me with a foreboding of our long, long
separation/* Johnson died that year, and two yearn
later the Boswells moved to London, In 1789 Mrs,
Boswell died, leaving five children. She had been an
excellent mother and a good wife, despite the infidelities
and drunkennesses of her husband, and from her death
Boswell relapsed into worse excesses, grievously Aggra*
vatedby hypochondria,* He died of a complication of
disorders at his house in Great Portland Street on
19 May, 1795, In the fifty-fifth year of his age, am!
was buried a Fortnight later at Auchmleck. Subjected
more than most people, it may be, in his later days to
the sense of the futility of human life, the failure of the
** towering hopes " of youth, Boswell had yet achieved,
in a way that can be alleged of how few men, the
main purpose of his erratic career, ami it might
truly have been inscribed on his epitaph that he hail
" Johnsonised ** the land, The desire that his life
should /<f//f had been signally fulfilled. Up to the eve of
his last illness he had been busy upon his sheet-anchor
and chef-<F awvre u The Life of Samuel Johnson/1 which
was in process of crystallisation to the last* The first
edition was published in two quarto volumes in an
edition of 1700 copies on 16 May, 1791. He was
preparing a third edition when he died; this was
completed by his friend, Kdmund M alone, who
brought out a fifth edition in i Hoy, That of James
Boswell junior (the editor of Malonc'g variorum
Shakespeare, 1821} appeared in 1811- The eleventh
was brought out by John Wilson Croker in 1831;
in this the original text is expanded by numerous
letters and variorum anecdotes, and is already knee-
* See page 270,                   1 Sec pge *,tf9